*   Queen Saw and Chang Hsien Ch'tmg    *

Thanks to the thorough defeat inflicted by Ya2a-
thingyan on the forces of disorder, events did move
normally for a time. Adventures went out of fashion,
and for several years complete tranquillity reigned. Dur-
ing that period Narathihapate was often petty, mean,
stupid and cruel. But that did not matter very much.
Only a few individuals suffered; there were no wide
repercussions. The Queen, moreover, had gradually
worked people on whom she could rely into key posi-
tions. How she secured the appointment of Chang to
the Chief Ministership is a case in point.

After Yazathingyan's death a number of persons oc-
cupied that post. Theimma2i was offered it again, but
he refused this time. Tharepyissapate held it for a year,
but he could not get up in the mornings. The two
Ophla brothers were then tried. In consideration of
their father's services to the state, they had been raised
to the first rank of the mandarinate and made council-
lors. The distinguished titles of Anantapyissi and Ran-
tapyissi had been conferred upon them. But these hon-
ours failed to change their essential mediocrity. Each of
them did his best for a time, but what with the book-
work and the continual bother of serving a king like
Narathihapate, they asked leave to return to their sub-
stantive appointments, Comptroller of the White Ele-
phant and Captain of the Guard.

The vacancy caused by the retirement of the last was
filled by Chang, His full name was Chang Hsien
Ch'ung, as by this time they had discovered. He had
long since ceased to. be regarded as a prisoner. As
Superintendent of Fetes he had enjoyed much popu-
larity. His talent was considerable and, of course, his
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